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anticlinal fold, but consist of a series of folded ranges. In Ligurla
and Emilia in the north, where they are built up of clays and
other material of Tertiary age, the general trend of the ranges is
to the south-east, and each fold in turn loses its height towards
that direction, while its function as a watershed is taken over by the
range lying immediately to the east. _ On the west the rivers are
generally longitudinal, flowing in synclinal valleys, and thus facili-
tating communications, but on the east they are, as a rule, trans-
verse. The Central Apennines of Uinbria and the Marches in the
north, and the Abruzzi in the south, also exhibit a folded formation,
but in a less marked degree than in the north. They consist mainly
of Jurassic and Cretaceous limestones, and the scenery is bolder and
wilder than it is on the Tertiary clays, while in places the character-
istics of a karst region prevail. The southern Apennines are dis-
tinguished rather by their broken and irregular features than by
folding. They fall into two divisions: the Neapolitan and the
Caiabrian. The former are built up of Triassic limestone and
Tertiary rocks, while 'in the latter, recent formations surround the
mountainous regions of Sila and Aspromonte, fragments of the
ancient Archaean land mass of Tyrrhenia. Of tMs land mass,
Sardinia and parts of Sicily, Elba, Tuscany, and Calabria, are now
the only remains.
On the west coast, between the Apennines and the Tyrrhenian
Sea, there is a region of comparatively low elevation, built up in
various ways. In Tuscany, in the north, are fragments of the
Tyrrhenian block already mentioned. Farther south, along the
zone of fracture, there are volcanic districts such as the Alban Hills,
and the Phlegraean Fields with the active cone of Vesuvius. The
plains of Rome and of the Campagna consist in the main of volcanic
debris, which was originally deposited on the floor of the ocean,
and subsequently raised above sea-level; but the lower basins of
the Amo, the Tiber, and some smaller rivers, are covered with
alhiviam brought down from the Apennines.
On the east coast, there extends from the river Fortore to ttie
Gulf of Taranto the province of Apulia, a low-lying plateau with an
average height of about 600 feet. Tertiary rocks prevail except .in
the Murge where Cretaceous formations, frequently covered with
loess, reach an elevation of over 2,000 feet.                             ., \'.,
The climate of Italy presents several features of interest,, /TJie